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� �Family Dog  - we encourage family participation. Our class is 
designed for dogs four months and up, Basic commands come, 
sit, stay, wait, down,  greeting from stranger and loose leash 
walking. We practice vet and grooming visits, and if weather 
permits, we train outside in real life distractions. Other subjects 
such as: jumping, chewing, nipping, chasing, and door 
greeting  can be discussed 
 
� Massage and Acupressure for General Wellness for Dogs.  
Explore the basics of Animal Acupressure and Massage for your 
pet. Learn massage techniques and acupressure points that help 
promote your dog’s health, longevity and increase their zest for 
life. This is a hands-on class; you do not need a dog to 
participate 
 
��� � �Pet First Aid: Learn emergency first aid and CPR procedures 
for your pet or your client’s pets. You will learn how to work with 
life-threatening conditions and common illnesses. This is a great 
opportunity for rescues, fosters, daycare, kennels staff, and pet 
walkers.  

 
It is not too late to get involved.  

Mind/Mental :  Bone up on the new animal laws this affect the canine community as a whole. There are 
several bills being voted on and it requires your attention. It is important for the pet community to speak 
up as this affects you now and any future pet you may have. Understanding the difference of “animal 

welfare” and “Animal Fanatics” http://www.pet-law.com/euth7_MSN.html 
 

·  Mandatory Spay and Neutering, This should be concerning to the public when the veterinarian community opposes 
the Bill.    What? Vets are opposing the spay and Neutering law?    Forcing compliance by law on what is a medical 
issue between the client and their vet is more than heavy- handed.  The American Veterinary Medical Association, the Illinois 
State Veterinary Medical Association, and the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association are against this law, as are the well-
established Anti-Cruelty, Tree House, Lake Shore Animal Shelter, and the Red Door, to name a few.  It is well-known and 
documented that all these shelters are absolutely committed to a spay/neuter policy and help educate the public on this healthy 
choice. 

 

http://www.dogs4life.com/Classes_and_Location.html�
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��� �  $20.00 off 
Group classes in Geneva 

April classes  
�

� ��� 100.00 off 
Board in Train 

April -May  



·  Hobbits breeders- why clump them in with Puppy Mill laws?   
  
·  Cropping and Docking of ears, tails, and due claws.   Considered animal cruelty?   

 
·  Dangerous Dog Act: (sample of new law)  

1. Eliminates from the definition of a "dangerous dog" the exclusion of a dog on its own property.  Therefore your dog could be 
deemed dangerous if it attacked someone trespassing on your property. A dog that is in its own yard that behaves in a 
threatening manner can be declared a dangerous dog under HB 2703.  

2. Eliminates the words, "without justification" from the definition of "dangerous dog." Therefore, even if the dog was justified in 
his attack, he would still be deemed dangerous  

3. By eliminating the exceptions a dog could be deemed "dangerous" if it was protecting its property or owner, protecting itself 
from abuse, or responding to pain inflicted upon him, his owner, or his offspring. Current law provides a defense for a dog that 
bites someone who is in the act of committing a crime against its owner, is trespassing, or is assaulting a dog, its owner, or the 
dog's offspring. HB 2703 removes all of those defenses. If you are being attacked, robbed or raped, and your dog bites your 
attacker and causes multiple sutures, it is vicious under HB 2703.  

4. Eliminates the testimony of behaviorists, veterinarian, or other professional experts in animal health and behavior 
in determining whether the dog's behavior was justified. All existing requirements for the testimony of an animal behaviorist, 
veterinarian or other expert before determining whether or not a dog's behavior is justified before declaring it vicious have been 
removed in HB 2703. Only a finding of a hearing officer, whose only qualification is that s/he is an attorney, is necessary to 
declare a dog vicious under the law.   

Body/Physical: Canine allergies are on the in climb and are more common than we think. Symptoms 
can include dry itchy skin, chronic ear infections, vomiting and diarrhea, along with behavioral issues, lack 
of focus, irritability and fatigue. More often than not, symptoms are treated as opposed to finding the root, 
such as, an ear infections is treated with antibiotic and therefore allergies often go unnoted.   

 
The best way to help your pet from the effects from allergies is to rid the substance from the body.  While this is not 
always an option, nor do we always know the causes however it is recommended to seek advice from your 
veterinarian.  Conventional methods include treatments such as antihistamine or shots, with side effects ranging 
from drowsiness to hyperactivity and can cause irritability and fatigue; these symptoms may lessen with time. 
Alternative Veterinarian may take a different approach using homeopathic, herbal remedies, nutrition and 
acupuncture, usually with fewer to no side effects.   
 
Allergens can be caused from inhalants or can be ingested or absorb through the skin; although we can not exclude 
genetics or immune deficiencies.   
 
1. Inhalants may include: Mold, pollens, dust, fertilizers household cleaners, aerosols, cigarette smoke and 

perfumes.  
2. Ingestible may include: Food; more common, grains, preservatives, eggs, dairy and yeast, as well as water 

impurities.  
3. Absorbents may include: Shampoo, flea and tick repellent, insect bites, detergents, cleaners, fabric softeners, and 

medications which can include yearly vaccinations.  
 
There are things we can do around the house to help relieve the symptoms of allergies. A quality air purifier; 
reducing airborne pathogens, rotate diet which can decrease food sensitivity and build up in the body,  use purified 
bottled or filter water, use supplements to build the immune system and  that conditions the skin and coat. Switch to 
a hypo allergenic non grain food consider a natural raw diet.  
 
Apply acupressure, by using gentle finger pressure on the body to help restore balance, raise energy and elevate 
symptoms.  Acupressure supports the body allowing it to stabilize and rebalance itself with no adverse effects.  
Acupressure is bi-lateral and the points below should be applied to both sides of the body, using a light touch, while 
holding the acupoint.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
GB 20 - Clears brain and eye conditions. -In the nape of the neck, at the base of the skull, immediately behind the back of the ears, find a 

shallow depression. 
 
LU 1 - relieves chest and breathing congestion, relieves chronic fatigue.  -In a depression at 
the front of the chest, in the breast muscle, slightly below shoulder joint. 
 
LI 11 - Allergic symptoms, relieves diarrhea and relieves immune system weakness. -  Flex 
the elbow, find a crease forms on the outside, and feel for the depression at the end of the 
crease, just in front of the bony prominence. 
 
LI 4 - Builds Immune system, resolves dermatitis, itch and redness - located in the web of the 
dewclaw or where the dewclaw would be. 
 
St 36 - Benefits asthma, cough, allergies, generalized weakness, fatigued extremities, builds 
immune system, lack of appetite, indigestion, diarrhea and constipation. (Do not use if 
pregnant) - On the outside hind leg, just below the stifle, in a depression in the muscle toward 
the front of the leg. 
 
Sp 6 - Allergic or immune related disorders, (do not use if pregnant)  
- On the inside of the leg on the edge of the Tibia one quarter between the hock and stifle 
 

 
For the Sport of it…………….. 
 

Spirit/Emotional :   Like many, I enjoy competing with my dogs, but at what point does the individual 
dog no longer have importance? I have come to discover that human aspect of dog competition can rear 
ugliness to those who fall into the prestige of winning. 

 
Healthy competition should be fun and realize that you’re not going win every time. If your dog does not enjoy the 
activity or can no longer perform that activity, yet you continue, then competition has be come unbalanced and you 
can be assured that that individual dog’s well-being no longer has importance. 
 
Personal story: My little girl was a top Lure courser in the country. We were 
competing at the ASFA (American Sighthound Field Association) Nationals; this 
win would have secured her ranking on the top 5 for the year. The Lure course 
field was set for 900 Yards, the equivalent to 9 football fields. For those who don’t 
know what coursing is, basically, its plastic bags tied to a string and pulleys, which 
is electronically operated and the dogs chase it. Dogs are judged: on Enthusiasm, 
Follow, Speed, Agility, and Endurance, against the other dogs of the same breed.  
 
 It was late summer a scorching 90+ degree day, my girl had completed 5 runs and we were now competing for Best 
in Field out of 148 dogs, at a National Trial. Winning this would be a great honor, a great win, and a really nice 
ribbon. Bless her heart she was rearing to go, although her energy had been depleted, she didn’t have enough time 

in-between runs to recuperate, she appeared to be favoring her right rear leg, 
and it was hot!!!  I made a difficult decision for the both of us and opted to 
withdrawal her from the final run. Many thought I w as crazy because she 
really had a good chance of winning, but to me it was just not worth it.     
  
Love and respect your dog, competition is not about the winning.  Not every 
dog is going to enjoy or excel in every sport. Be fair and don’t be afraid to call 
it quits.  Seek activities that give your dogs heart, let them experience different 
activities and select a sport that is best suited for both, this can add enjoyment 
and fulfillment in both your lives 

 
 
 
Information in this newsletter is not based on veterinary recommendation or as a replacement of medical care. We recommend 

that the readers seek expert veterinary advice about the health and well-being of their animals. 


